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practical avail in the face of the many religious, material, an
social conditions hostile to it, it was destined in the end, anc,
when the time was ripe, to become the sole factor in shaping-
the Israel of the future. So well indeed had the prophets
done their work in the century and a quarter that had elapsed
between the exile of the Ten Northern tribes and the exile of-
Judah, that whereas in the North the deported populations in
a few years had melted away and were lost amid the foreign
populations; in the South, exile, instead of making the captives
forget their God, or feel as was usual in such cases that He
must be inferior to the Babylonian deity who had conquered Him,,
served only to deepen their conviction that Jehovah was the
one and only true God, and that in all their humiliations,
sufferings, and exiles, He was but using the other nations of the
earth as His instruments to chastise them for their sins. And so-
they sat by the waters of Babylon weeping for their beloved
Zion, and in Psalms of immortal beauty wailing forth their
laments over their broken Law. There, absolved from all
political and material cares, and far from the associations of
idolatry that had been so seductive and fatal to their peace, the
last obstacles which up to th^n had prevented them from
realizing the prophet's ideal were removed ; and they were now
free to look up to Heaven and like Ezekiel to paint on its
pure azure the Israel of their dreams. And when at last they
returned to Jerusalem,, still further purged of the worldly-
minded among them who were left behind, and indeed of all
except those who lived in these delicious visions of the fLpre^
they returned a * remnant' indeed, but one which cleansed Worn
all taint of idolatry, and purified by suffering as if by fire, c^ily
needed to be kept apart from surrounding people for a while,
to realize the dreams of the prophets, and to form\^e nucleus
of what was afterwards destined to become a pure Theocracy,,
the true Israel of God.

And so, for the first time in recorded history was taken a
real step in the advance of the Morality of the World to a higher